THOMAS  BELL
All brides are Beautiful
here is a book* rich in details, a full-blooded novel of
ordinary human beings, of people eating, working, sleeping,
making love, going to the movies, seeing their relations.
It is a rare combination of gaiety and realism ; mature, not
sophisticated, simple, never duIL The scene happens to be
the Bronx, New York, but it could be any background where
there is a city proletariat*
The Bronx may be identified as that one of New York
City's five boroughs which is on the mainland of the
North American Continent, the others being distributed
over three islands off its coast. It had a population of one
and a half millions ; it is cold in winter, tropically hot in
summer, and on a Jewish holiday indistinguishable from a
city stricken with a completely successful general strike,
A 200, a cocktail, and a derisory cheer have Deen named for
it* Most of its employed residents earn- — receive— twenty-
five dollars or less per week and pay an average monthly
rental of ten dollars per room. The customary price of a
glass of beer is ten cents, of admission to a picture theatre
twenty-five cents,
Susan, Peter, and the Beasleys lived in the Bronx,
This is mainly the story of Susan and Peter, young,
healthy, attractive, and otherwise no different from thou-
sands of others ; who fell in love without thinking, got
married without any illusions, who expected little from the
world— and got it* who hoped for much from each other —
and got it* It is a story that will make many readers a
little envious.
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THE AUTHOR
Thirty-tine yeetrs M and mer?f*d> Thomas &*ll w*$ b*rn in
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